[Mycoplasma bovis-free breeding of cattle].
On a cattle farm latently infected by M. bovis, field studies aiming at the formation of a mycoplasma free herd, were carried out with a group of newborn female calves. These calves were strictly separated from their dams and any other cattle immediately after parturition. Intensive investigations for mycoplasmas were made over 30 months (mycoplasma isolation from nasal swabs, antibody detection by means of indirect hemagglutination test and ELISA technique). M. bovis could never be isolated from the samples. Also, there were no antibodies to M. bovis. In some animals antibody titers to M. bovis occurred after having contact with cattle infected with M. bovis. The results demonstrate a practicable way to establish cattle herds free from M. bovis infection.